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The Purpose Statement for the First 
Presbyterian Church of Marshalltown 
G Growing in Christ through worship. 
R Reaching out in fellowship. 
A Affirming faith through discipleship. 
C Caring for the lost through evangelism. 
E Embracing others in mission and ministry. 

 

January Memory Verse 

Teach us to number our days aright, that we 
may gain a heart of wisdom. 

Psalm 90:12 (NIV) 

  

Words of Wisdom  
from Pastor Bryan Kunz 

Reading the Prophets 

     For the past few months, the 
Thursday morning men’s group 
(Flapjacks) has been working through 
the minor prophets. We are on our sixth 
one, but any men that would like to join 

the group are always welcome. We meet from 8:30-
9:30 a.m. every Thursday in the Lower Lounge.  
     As we have worked our way through these very 
difficult poetic books of justice and hope, I have 
found a few things to be helpful in our study. Of 
course, this list could be a lot longer, but four things 
will help you when you are reading prophetic texts.  
1. As poets, the prophets love to use synecdoche. 

Synecdoche is a figure of speech where a part 

is used as a stand-in for the whole. A common 

example in the prophets is their use of a capital 

city for the whole country (ex. They will say 

“Samaria” instead of “Israel”.) As you read the 

prophets, when you encounter a place name 

look it up and create a cheat sheet for yourself 

to remind yourself what countries these cities 

or people represent.  

2. Prophetic books are largely collections of 

spoken messages. This means the books are 

often nonlinear. Instead, they move through 

cycles of judgment and hope because this is 

how the prophet would preach. Unfortunately, it 

can be hard to find the divisions between their 

different sermons, but remembering this fact 

helps as you read what can feel sporadic or 

repetitive.  

3. One way to understand the role of the prophets 

is as God’s covenant prosecutors. Look for 

passages where the prophet is bringing a 

charge against God’s people. Often these 

passages will accuse the leaders and the 

people of forsaking the poor, widow, sick, and 

sojourner. Other times they will lay out what 

part of the law the people are breaking. The 

calls for repentance and the warnings of 

impending judgment make a lot more sense 

when we understand what the people were 

doing wrong.  

4. While these books can be heavy and a bit 

depressing with their focus on judgment and 

destruction, they always include hope too. God 

always offers hope if the people will simply 

repent and worship him alone. This is the 

universal, timeless message of the prophets – 

if we will repent of our sins and turn back to 

God, we will be saved.  

This short list barely scratches the surface, but I 
hope it helps you a little bit when you read the 
prophets. It can be tempting to simply avoid these 
sad and difficult books, but they are the word of 
God for us, and God speaks through them still 
today.  
 
 ---Rev. Bryan Kunz 
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ANNUAL MEETING 

 

 The 2021 Annual 
Meeting will be held Sunday, 
January 16, 2022, 
immediately following 
worship in person and via 

Zoom. All are encouraged to attend this important 
meeting. The Zoom link will be sent by email.  

A shortened Sunday school time will follow the 
Annual meeting, with the Chili Cook-off starting at 
11:30 a.m. 

 

 
 

 

Proposed Articles of 
Incorporation and Bylaws 

Changes 

     As promised in the last 
newsletter, we do have 
some additional changes to 
the Articles of Incorporation 
and bylaws of the church. I 
am sorry to keep you waiting 
so long for this highly 

anticipated and riveting material. In all seriousness, 
these changes are quite minor, but necessary to 
make sure the church’s governance documents are 
in line with the Book of Order (BoO). While I did not 
intend to make any changes to these documents in 
my first year at the church, we do have a few small 
issues that should be resolved so we do not have 
problems later.   
     In the Articles of Incorporation there is only 
one change, and it is simply this: [the officers of the 
church shall include] “A Treasurer who may or may 
not be a member of the Board of Trustees who 
shall be elected at the annual meeting of the 
corporation by the board of trustees.” This change 
(removing the struck through words and putting in 
the underlined words) will put our process in line 
with the BoO and simplify things at the 
congregational meeting.   
    The bylaw changes are a bit more complex (and 
tedious). I contacted a few people who know the 
Book of Order far better than I do to check on one 
change and was informed we need to make a few 
changes to correct some discrepancies.   

1. Our bylaws state that the pastor is an officer 
of the church and is elected by the church. 
This is not true, the pastor is called and 

installed by the congregation, but not 
elected and is not an officer. This change 
will look like this:   

The officers of this church shall consist of a pastor, 
who is Moderator of the session; a Session, the 
members of which shall by reason of their office be 
the Trustees of the Corporation; and a Board of 
Deacons, The officers of this church shall consist of 
ruling elders active on a Session, the members of 
which shall by reason of their office be the Trustees 
of the Corporation, and deacons actively serving on 
a Board of Deacons, all of whom shall be elected by 
the congregation from among its members in full 
communion. A called and installed pastor will be the 
Moderator of the Session.  

2. You will find a line that appears as if I am 
trying to get out of some work, I assure you 
that is not what is happening. Currently our 
bylaws include the pastor as a member of 
the board of deacons, which is contrary to 
the BoO. This correction will not have a 
significant impact on our practice, I will still 
attend deacon meetings and continue to 
work with them to care for their friends.    

3. If the need ever arises for a minister other 
than the installed pastor to preside over a 
congregational meeting the BoO states that 
minister must be invited by the pastor.   

If the church is vacant, or if the pastor and the 
Session agree that the subjects to be discussed 
require it, or if the pastor is ill or is otherwise unable 
to be present, a minister of North Central Iowa 
Presbytery shall be invited by the Session pastor to 
preside. This invitation shall be cleared through the 
Committee on Ministry of North Central Iowa 
Presbytery.  If there is no installed pastor, or the 
installed pastor is unable to moderate and/or name 
another moderator, the presbytery shall make 
provision for a moderator. 

4. Lastly, we have had two different 
terms/positions for the people who count 
money after worship services and make 
deposits. We are simplifying a bit and going 
to just one term, treasurer, which is the 
term used by presbytery as well. This will 
mean simply removing the term “financial 
secretary.”   

If you have any questions or concerns about these 
changes or would like to read the full documents, 
please let me know.   

  
---Rev. Bryan Kunz 
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Elders and Deacons 
Nominations 

The 2021 Nominating Committee is excited to 
present the following people for nomination for 
Deacons, Elders and Nominating Committee. The 
number of people is based on a proposed changed 
to the by-laws which will be voted on at the Annual 
Meeting on January 16, 2022. 

 
Class of 2024   

Steve Anderson – elder  
Greg Brown – elder 
Barb McBride – deacon  
Terri Rottink – deacon  

 
Class of 2023  

Roberta Tice – deacon  
 
Class of 2022  

Jim Grimmius – deacon  
Keith & Diane Oleson – deacons  

 
Nominating Committee at large (1-year term): 

 Diane Broshar 
 Karen Schoell 

I would like to thank this year’s committee: Jinita 
Boyd, Don Feld, Harlan Quick, Karen Schoell, 
and Matt Tullis for all of their hard work.   

---Lynne Bovenmyer 
 

 

 

Recipes from 
Breakfast 

     These recipes were 
requested at the December 12, 
2021, breakfast. Thank you to 
Membership & Involvement 
Committee for sharing them.  
Enjoy! 

 
HOT BAKED CURRIED FRUIT 

 
Ingredients: (we used sliced fruit; oranges instead of 
apricots) 
30 ounces canned pineapple chunks, drained  
15 ounces canned pear halves, drained  
15 ounces canned peach halves, drained  
15 ounces canned apricot halves, drained  

10 ounces maraschino cherries, drained  
½ cup packed brown sugar  
1 tablespoon curry powder (recommend:  

McCormick brand)  
4 tablespoons butter melted 
 
Instructions: 
 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

2. Allow all the fruits to drain very well in a 
colander. 

3. Layer the fruits in a 9x13 baking dish. 

4. In a small saucepan over medium heat, 
combine the brown sugar, curry powder 
and butter. Heat until the butter and sugar 
are completely melted. 

5. Pour over fruit and mix lightly taking care 
not to break the fruit. 

6. Bake for 30 minutes or until heated through 
and bubbly. 

+++++ 

 

CHEESY VEGETABLE EGG DISH 
 
Ingredients:  (no mushrooms this time, we replaced it 
with 3 varieties of peppers) 

1 medium zucchini, diced  
1 medium onion, chopped  
1 can (4 ounces) mushroom stems and pieces,  

drained  
1/4 cup chopped green pepper  
1/2 cup butter, cubed  
1/2 cup all-purpose flour  
1 teaspoon baking powder  
1/2 teaspoon salt  
10 large eggs, lightly beaten  
2 cups 4% cottage cheese  
4 cups shredded Monterey Jack cheese 
 
Directions: 
 

1. In a large skillet, saute the zucchini, onion, 
mushrooms and green pepper in butter until 
tender. Stir in the flour, baking powder and salt 
until blended.  

2. In a large bowl, combine eggs and cottage cheese. 
Stir in vegetables and Monterey Jack cheese.  

3. Transfer to a greased 2-1/2-qt. baking dish. Bake, 
uncovered, at 350° for 35-45 minutes or until a 
thermometer reads 160°. 
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SOUP AND SING  
      
     Thank you to everyone who participated in the 
Soup & Sing. You brought joy to a lot of our church 
members by visiting their homes and retirement 
communities. Many of their neighbors got to enjoy 
your singing as well! It was wonderful to have such 
great participation, especially from busy families. 
Thank you! The Deacons delivered 12 poinsettias 
and 16 fruit baskets to our Friends of Deacons this 
year. Our next meeting is Tuesday January 18, 
2022 at 6 p.m. 
 

---Karin and Paul Podhajsky 
 

 
 
Hold firmly to your faith (Hebrews 4:14) 
Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25) 
Pray and thank God earnestly (1 Thess. 5:17-18) 
Petition God for great blessings (Malachi 3:10) 
Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 
 
Notice opportunities to serve others (Gal. 6:10) 
Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5) 
Work diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58) 
 
Yearn for righteousness (Matthew 5:6) 
Exercise godliness (1 Timothy 4:7) 
Aim for sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1) 
Redeem the time, living wisely (Ephesians 5:15-16) 
 

---Gus Nichols (adapted) 
 

 
 
 
There are far, far better things ahead than any we 
leave behind. 

—C.S. Lewis 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Missions News 

     The Missions and Evangelism 
Committee met on December 5th, 
2021, at 7:30pm at the church.   
     We were grateful for the visit  

from the Paul's and the chance to learn more about 
their ministry in Honduras. Also, we would like to 
give a special thank you to all of those who worked 
to support our Wednesday Club Family.  What a 
wonderful demonstration of love and generosity.   

In Christ, 
Amy Drummer 

 
 

 
 

Don’t worry about the future. Worry quenches the 
work of grace within you. The future belongs to 
God. He is in charge of all things. Never second-
guess him. 

—François Fenelon 
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The Chili Cook-off Returns! 
     The Chili Cook-off 
returns Sunday, 
January 16, 2022, after 
the Annual Meeting and 
Sunday school.  
     If you spent time 

during the pandemic being creative in the kitchen 
and honing your skills, or you just think this is your 
year to win this time-honored First Presbyterian 
throwdown, you are invited to bring your entry to 
church that morning.  
     Everyone is invited to sample the entries, vote 
for your favorite, and enjoy some fellowship over a 
bowl of chili and crackers.  

 
 

 

 

What’s in a name? 
     As the U.S. evacuated thousands from 
Afghanistan in August 2021, an Afghan woman 
gave birth on a plane. She named her daughter 
Reach — the name of the aircraft that brought her 
family to safety. 
     Many people name their children after loved 
ones or special events; a child born on Christmas 
might be called Noel or Holly. In Bible times, too, 
names often had meanings: Eve likely means 
“mother of all living”; Abraham, “father of many”; 
Isaac, “laughter.” Moses is a play on words with the 
Hebrew for “draw out” because Pharaoh’s daughter 
drew him from the Nile. 
     Of course, the most important biblical name is 
Jesus, which means “The Lord saves.” As the 
angel told Joseph, “[Mary] will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21, ESV). The 
Christian church traditionally celebrates Name of 
Jesus on January 1. But every day, as we pray in 
Jesus’ name, we remember that what’s 
in this name is the salvation God offers to all. 
 
  

Circle News  

Elizabeth Circle will not meet 
again until March.  
Sarah Circle will meet Tuesday, 
January 18th at 9:15 a.m.             
   

 

 

 
 
Flapjacks meets every Thursday at 8:30 a.m. in 
the Lower Lounge.  
 
 
 
  

Altar Flower Sign-up 

The sign-up poster to 
sponsor the altar flowers in 
2022 is up in the Narthex. The 
flowers will continue to come 
from Lowe’s Flowers. A 
change this year is that you 

may sponsor one or both of the arrangements. The 
cost is $25 for one bouquet and $50 for both. 
Please be sure to indicate whether you are 
sponsoring one or both when you sign up. If you 
would like to bring flowers from your garden, 
please contact the church office for details. If you 
are unable to come to the church to sign up, 
contact Michelle. 

. 
 

  

Sign up to be a Sunday Servant 
 

You may sign up to help on Sunday mornings here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4ca9aa2fa
afdc16-sunday 
 
[Note: Some jobs are not online due to special 
requirements. For example, nursery helpers must 
currently be child protection policy approved. Call 
the church office or use the clipboard if you’d like to 
help in the nursery.]       
   

 
Camp News 

It is not too early to start 
thinking about camp for the 
summer of 2022. Be watching 
for camp posters around the 
church after the New Year. 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4ca9aa2faafdc16-sunday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4ca9aa2faafdc16-sunday
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Christmas Program 

The children’s Christmas program, “Star Trip, 
Our Faith Awakens,”  their gift to the congregation,  
was held following worship Sunday, December 19th.  

The program began with the preschoolers 
charming the audience with their sweet exuberance 
and joy. Thank you to Ashley Johnson for leading 
them. 

The K-7th grade students gave a smashing 
performance of a Star Wars themed Magi journey 
to find the Christ child. 

Thank you to directors Amber Young and 
Kelsey McKibben for adapting and preparing such 
an exciting telling of the Christmas story.  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Financial Report for November 

NOVEMBER 2021  Actual   

Total Receipts   $28,977.00 
Budget 30,572.00 

 

Total Expenses ($21,505.00) 
Budget (30,429.00) 

Year to Date: 

Total Receipts $346,744.00 
Budget 373,173.00 
Difference (26,429.00)  

Total Expenses ($273,989.00) 
Budget (370,108.00) 
Difference 96,119.00 

 
 

 
 

The new year is our opportunity to refresh our 
relationship with the One who says, “See, I am 
making all things new” (Revelation 21:5, NRSV). 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

      

Be sure to start the new year off right by mailing 
your donations to First Presbyterian Church, 101 
S. Center St., Marshalltown, Iowa 50158. 
 

 
 Good habits are as addictive as bad habits, and a 
lot more rewarding. 

 
—Harvey Mackay 
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Did you know you are always welcome to share 
your God sightings for inclusion in this column? 
Just call the office or send them in an email to 
Michelle.  

o A warm bowl of soup 
o Carolers that came to visit 
o Sunny skies 
o Graduation day 
o Preschoolers! 
o The people watching the Christmas 

program – the joy on their faces 
o The people who come to sign checks so the 

church’s bills get paid 
o Christmas 
o Bald eagles 
o Thunder 

 
 

 
 

Lighting the way for others 
     When Ida Nelson, head 
tribal clerk of a remote 
Alaskan village, heard an 
airplane flying low after 
dark, she knew something was wrong. Igiugig 
(Igggy-yaw-gigg), population 70, isn’t normally a 
nighttime destination. Indeed, the medevac flight 
was coming to pick up a sick child. 
     Because the local airstrip’s lights had been 
vandalized, the plane was having trouble landing. 
Nelson began alerting neighbors, and within 
minutes, villagers lined the runway with their 
vehicles, headlights blazing. The pilot was able to 
land and then safely deliver the sick child to an 
Anchorage hospital. The airlift service praised the 
residents’ determination, but Nelson describes their 
effort as “normal” and “ordinary.” 
     What everyday actions can you use to provide 
light amid darkness? How can you shine Jesus’ 
light in a world that needs him? 
 
 
  

 

A big thank you to Linda 
Kauffman for serving as the 
church’s treasurer for the last 
several years.  

 
Thank you to Wynona Anderson, Lynne 
Bovenmyer, Jenny Buschbom, Case 
Hegeman, and Ron Kauffman for serving as 
elders and leading the congregation through 
these last three difficult years.  

 
Our faithful workers at the House of Compassion 
during the month of December: Matt Broshar, 
Garry Rottink, Terri Rottink, and Bert Tice. 
 
Jim Grimmius for replacing a broken piece of 
window glass for the Wednesday Club family we 
helped. 
 
 

 
Thank you all for your prayers of 
healing for Nile and Marlene 
Hall. Nile is on the long road to 
recovery following his vehicle 
accident. The support and 
prayers of our church friends 
and the visit from Bryan was 

wonderful. We are hoping to get back to our 
Texas home in the near future where Nile can 
recuperate in the warm weather. Thanks to all and 
especially to our Lord for his saving grace. 

---Nile & Marlene Hall 
 

*** 

     Thank you so much for hosting the Miller Jazz 
Band for the November 20th Holiday Stroll this 
year! It was a successful event and we appreciate 
your helpful efforts to make it a meaningful 
experience for our students. 

    ---Mary Potter 
 

*** 
    I am very thankful and surprised by everything 
you brought for my family on Saturday [December 
4, 2021]. Thank you so much to everyone for 
working together and helping us have more things 
in our home. My kids are super happy with 
everything, and they say that we’re not going to 
regret moving to Iowa. Again, thanks for 
everything. 

--- Marimar Negrón 
 

*** 
     Many, many thanks to my church family  
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and friends for the special thoughts, cards, and 
prayers.My time here away from you has been hard 
but I’m recovering. I can’t wait to be attending 
again. 

     ---Estelle Perkins 
*** 

     Thank you to the church for the fruit basket that 
the deacons brought to me. Thank you to the 
carollers for coming to sing to me as well. 
 ---Ralph Ward 

   *** 
Dear Pastor Bryan and First Presbyterian Church, 
     The MCS students and volunteerrs worked hard 
and had fun measuring and packaging 5,000 meals 
for the local food box. They accomplished a lot of 
scooping! 
    Thank you for sponsoring this worthwhile project 
of service to our community. 

In Christ, 
---Marilyn Downs, MCS Board President 

 

*** 
     Thank you to our church for the fruit basket and 
for the carolers who came to sing. They were 
wonderful. 

---Betty Jacobs 
*** 

Dear First Presbyterian, 
     Thank you so much for allowing ADK to use the 
church for our meetings. Also, thanks for the extra 
effort to have it ready for us. 

---Diane Oleson, representing all of our ADK 
members 

*** 
     Thank you to Pastor Bryan and Matt for bringing 
the wonderful gift of a Christmas food box to my 
door. You'll never know how much this gift of light 
touched me, from the depths of my heart clear 
down to the tips of my very toes! Thanks you to our 
church family for reaching out to share the love of 
the Christ Child with others in this way. "He will give 
to you angels to guard you in all your ways." Psalm 
91:11  

---Rose Elsbecker 
*** 

Thank you for all of the Christmas cards. 
---Bill Eilers 

*** 
Thank you for your faithful support & prayers! Merry 
Christmas! 

---ChildVoice Staff 
*** 

Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia! I am enjoying 
it very much. 

    ---Hoke Farr 
*** 

Thank you for the wonderful basket this Christmas. 
I enjoyed sharing it with my friends at Westown 
Apartments. I especially enjoyed making hot 
chocolate on Christmas for those who didn’t have 
families nearby to spend the day with. 

---Carolyn Wilkinson 
*** 

Thank you to everyone who sent us Christmas 
cards, gifts, and encouragement. We are grateful 
for the gift of First Pres. and each of the people 
here. We hope and pray that God has been 
blessing all of you in this Christmas season.  

 
---Pastor Bryan and Larissa  

 

 
Light in the darkness 

     We who claim to be children of 
God live in a far too violent world. 
Terrorism, war, random killing and 
sins too horrible to describe appear 
all too frequently in the daily news. As 
Christians what can we do? 
     In another dark time, just before 

the outbreak of World War II, King George VI of 
England went on the radio to offer a Christmas 
message of encouragement for his people. As part 
of his remarks, he read a poem by Minnie Louise 
Haskins entitled “God Knows.” 
     Here’s a portion of the poem: 

 

I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year, 
“Give me a light that I may tread  

safely into the unknown.” 
And he replied, “Go into the darkness and put  

your hand into the hand of God. 
That shall be to you better than light and  

safer than a known way!” 
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God,  

trod gladly into the night. 
He led me towards the hills and the  

breaking of day in the lone east. 

 

     We may not always be able to dispel the 
threatening darkness, but we can walk through it 
with God for as long as it lasts. Let us remember 
these words from the popular hymn: 

 

This is my Father’s world. 
O let me ne’er forget 
that though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet.  

 
(“This Is My Father’s World” by  

Maltbie D. Babcock) 
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The Emergency Food Box 

   The Emergency Food Box will be 
moving in the near future! They have 
purchased the former Iowa River 
Brewery building on 1st Street. Work 
is currently being done to make it 

suitable for their needs. The new location will be 
open for business January 3rd.  
     The Food Box continues to serve Marshall 
County families needing food assistance and is in 
need of the following food items: any kind of 
juices--apple, grape, orange, as well as cereals, 
canned vegetables, canned soups, peanut 
butter and boxed skillet meals.  
     Food items or monetary (check/cash) donations 
may be brought to the EFB (109 S. 3rd St.) Monday 
through Thursday afternoon, 1:30-4:30 OR mailed 
to EFB, P.O. Box 391, Marshalltown, IA 
50158. Please make checks payable 
to:  Emergency Food Box. Donated funds are used 
to buy food items from the Food Bank of Iowa and 
locally. 
     If you want to consider volunteering at the Food 
Box, know that they have many different types of 
opportunities and are very flexible in arranging 
times to fit your schedule!  Contact:  Cindy, (641) 
752-4868. 

The Year in Review 
     2021 saw a lot of change at 
First Presbyterian Church – 
Marshalltown. The year 
started with Pastor Tom 
Bower serving as our 
transitional pastor as the 
Pastor Nominating Committee 

(PNC) got busy looking for our new pastor. There 
were a lot of staff changes, as Jon Rottink resigned 
as Youth & Family Ministry Director in February, 
and Nancy Diggins never returned to work following 
her battle with Covid-19. She officially retired at the 
end of June, and Michelle Wilkinson took her place 
as secretary. The biggest news 
came May 23rd when Rev. Bryan 
Kunz preached his candidate 
sermon to a full church. The 
congregation voted unanimously to 
call him as our pastor, and he 
began his duties July 1. 

     At the beginning of the year, we were still 
meeting for worship only via Facebook livestream 
due to high Covid-19 numbers in our community. 
The children’s Sunday school was offered through 
Facebook with monthly Zoom meetings. In 
February we hosted a Snow-pile Play Time in the 
parking lot, and several kids came to that. In-
person worship resumed February 21st with 48 
people in attendance. Numbers attending grew 
slowly as vaccination rates increased. The 
Facebook livestream continues, and we reach 
people all around the world through it. 
     Holy Week saw worship beginning to return to 
normal, with the children walking with the palms on 
Palm Sunday, Session members acting out the 
Passion on Good Friday, and the bell choir 
performing on Easter Sunday. Easter also saw the 
display of our completed coloring mosaics that 
church members had worked on at the start of the 
pandemic. Seeing the pieces reassembled was a 
great joy. So many people participated we were 
able to make two pictures! 
     In April the middle school and high school youth 
were able to resume some activities, and they 
helped a church member with yard work. The 
children soon returned their One Great Hour of 
Sharing fish banks and had some fun in the 
parking lot, leaving some cheerful drawings for the 
congregation. 

     There were also many 
baptisms in the spring for 
both infants and adults! 
The choir got to sing one 
more time under the 
direction of Valerie King 

before she resigned as Director of Choirs. On June 
6, 2022, we honored Rev. Dr. Richard A. King (but 
you can call him Rich)’s long ministry at this 
church. The celebration was part drive -thru and 
part traditional, with pulled pork served that Pastor 
Rich smoked earlier in the week. Many, many 
people came to wish him well as he continues to 
follow the path God has laid out for him.  
     July began with our new pastor taking the reins. 
At our one-day outdoor VBS at Grimes Farm 
Pastor Bryan could be seen helping out 
everywhere, even at the top of the tower. August 
1st was another important day in the life of our 
congregation as Rev. Bryan Kunz was installed as 
the new First Presbyterian Church pastor. Having 
so many pastors and elders laying hands on him 
was a Spirit-filled experience. Awesome Presbys 
had their final event in August, a visit to the escape 
room in Ames, and Youth Night started with a slip-
n-slide at Wirins. Summer ended with a much-
needed church clean-up day. 
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     Fall saw the return 
of in-person Sunday 
school for children and 
adults. The church 
had a float in the 
OktemberFest parade 
for the first time in 

many years, and the Youth Night group took a trip 
to camp. Thankful Day was held for the children. 
The quilters were busy in October (and year-
round), displaying 43 quilts, and the youth did our 
shopping for Operation Christmas Child, filling 44 
boxes. 
     Wednesday Club resumed in-person activities in 
October with a great group of children learning 
about Paul. We were able to abundantly bless one 
of those families in need in December. Soup & Sing 
was a success with four groups of carolers. The 
year was capped off by a wonderful children’s 
Christmas program and the return of the candle-lit 
Christmas Eve service.  
     Though the future remains uncertain as always, 
we thank God for the many ways he blessed us in 
2021, and we ask his help and strength to remain 
faithful servants in 2022.   

 

DECEMBER SESSION ACTIONS 

The Stated Session meeting of First 
Presbyterian Church, Marshalltown met in 
Fellowship Hall, December 21, 2021. 

Moderator Rev. Bryan Kunz opened the 
Session meeting at 7:00 p.m. and presented the 
devotions and prayer.  

There was a 
quorum in 
attendance.  

Motion 
prevailed to 
approve the 
November 16, 2021, 

Session minutes.  
Pastor’s report: Pastor Bryan reported he 

is continuing to take communion to shut-ins.  
Finances: Matt Broshar presented the financials 

and noted giving continues to be good. Motion 
approved to move $50,000 to Building & Grounds 
Projects for future needs from the General Fund 
balance. Linda Kauffman is retiring as Treasurer 
December 31, 2021. Motion carried to elect Lee 
Wilkinson as Treasurer for one year. 

Finance/Stewardship: The committee has not 
met. 

Mission/Evangelism: Amy Drummer reported 
both of our mission grant requests – for Jonathan’s 

House in Central African Republic and MorningStar 
Missions in Honduras – were approved. The Palms 
are safe following th typhoon in the Philippines. 

Worship & Music: Wynona Anderson noted 
there were 90 for communion in December.  

Christian Ed: Angie Pietig thanked everyone, 
especially Amber Young, Kelsey McKibben, and 
Ashley Johnson, for a successful Christmas 
program. 

A & P: No report as they did not meet. 
Membership & Involvement: Dave Freel said 

the committee has discussed how often to do 
breakfasts and that six times a year is a good goal. 
Monetary donations from the breakfasts go back to 
purchasing supplies for the meals. 

 Property: Matt Broshar reported the church is 
being gifted a large sum that needs to go to as a 
specific need of the church. Two items were 
discussed that would fit that – a digital soundboard 
to replace the very old and outdated amalog board 
, and an electronic sign to fit into our existing sign. 
Information is being gathered on each item.  

Other: Motion prevailed to hold the Annual 
Congregational Meeting on January 16, 2022. The 
Chili Cook-off will also be held that day. 

Terry Buzbee will present the devotions for the 
January 2022 Session meeting. 

Motion prevailed to adjourn the meeting. The 
meeting was closed at 8:13 p.m. with prayer by Rev. 
Bryan Kunz. 
 

Members in mission making a difference. 
GOOD NEWS from First Presbyterian Church is 

published monthly. Deadline for the following issue 
is published in the calendar. Comments and 

contributions are welcome. 
Church office phone: 641-753-5929 
Web Site www.fpcmarshalltown.org  

Email Church at church@fpcmarshalltown.org  
Pastor at bryan@fpcmarshalltown.org  

Office Mgr./Editor at church@fpcmarshalltown.org    
 

 

Reminder:  
Jan. 1 – New Year’s Day 
Jan. 6 – Epiphany of the Lord 
Jan. 9 – Baptism of the Lord 
Jan. 11 – Human Trafficking Awareness Day 
Jan. 16 – Annual Congregational Meeting  
Jan. 16 – Chili Cook-off 
Jan. 17 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
Jan. 18 – Deacons 
Jan. 18 – Session  
Jan. 18 – Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 begins 

http://www.fpcmarshalltown.org/
mailto:church@fpcmarshalltown.org
mailto:bryan@fpcmarshalltown.org
mailto:church@fpcmarshalltown.org
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January 2022 Birthday/Prayer Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     
 

   1 
Robert Smith 

2 
 

3 
Julie Avise 
Preston Johnson 
Barb Schrum 
Nancy Van Wyk 

 4 
Elliot Young  

5 
Estelle Perkins 

6 
Faith Banissan 
Brice Duff 
Harlan Quick 

7 
  

8 
Keith Oleson 
Brent Thiessen 

9 
Richard Ritter 

 

10 
 

11 
Diane Welch 

12 
Lorie Avise 

Piper Pietig 

13 

Michael  
     Anderson 

14 
Norm Egli 
Dorothy  
     Wilson 

15 
Linda Kauffman 

16 
Elizabeth  
     Anderson 

17 
Debra Avise 
Rollie Freel 

 18 
Malorie Henze 
Tedra Henze 
Shellie  
     Robinson 

19 
 

20 
Tim Bell 
Doug Boyd 
Ryan Van Wyk 
 

21 
Wynona  
     Anderson 

22 
 
 

23 
Darren Bacon 
Garry Rottink 

24 
Cassie Nason 
Emily Severson-
Bowles 

25 
Bill Curler 
Ashton  
     McKibben 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
Gratia  
     Hancock 
Ed Jackson 

30 
 

31 
Nic Albright 
Kevin  
     Severson 

     

 

 

Feeling bored? 
      
     A young boy complained to his father that most of the church hymns were boring to him. They were too far 
behind the times, with tiresome tunes and meaningless words. The father put an end to the complaining by 
saying, “If you think you can write better hymns, then why don’t you?” 
 
     The boy went to his room and wrote his first hymn. The year was 1690 and the teenager was Isaac Watts. 
“Joy to the World” and “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” are among the nearly 350 hymns he wrote. 
 
     He also wrote “How Long, O Lord, Shall I Complain.” 
 
     Evidently, just long enough to write his first hymn. 

 

 
Newsletter deadline with FEBRUARY 2022 information is due Thursday, January 20, 2022, for 

anyone wanting to submit an article 
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 SUNDAY SERVANTS 
Role Jan. 2 Jan. 9 Jan. 16 Jan. 23 Jan. 30 

      
Worship Leader Bill Eilers Mick DuBois    

Greeters      

Fellowship Hosts Jim & Bonnie 
Grimmius 

  
Chili Cook-off 

Terri & Garry 
Rottink 

 

Cup Washers   Chili Cook-off Barb Hawkins  

Donuts Keith & Diane 
Oleson 

  
Chili Cook-off 

  

Nursery 
 

       & 
Deb Williams 

Barb Hawkins &             
Deb Williams 

Bethany & Betsy Wirin 

Deb Williams 
       & 
Deb Williams 

       & 
Deb Williams 

Flowers Jeff & Amy 
Drummer  

    

Deacons 
 

Tim & Deanna 
Bell 

Jackie Hughes & 
Bert Tice 

Doug & Jinita Boyd 
& Ruth Feld 

  

Usher Teams FIRST SUNDAY SECOND SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY FOURTH SUNDAY FIFTH SUNDAY 

 Team Captain 
 

Terry Buzbee & 
Larry Schrum 

Stan & Nancy 
VanWyk 

Roger & Karen 
Schoell 

Josh Grosvenor 
& Andy Randall 

Dick & Barb 
McBride 

 Ushers Tim Bell 
Mick DuBois 
Harlan Quick 
Bruce Wirin 

Amy Drummer 
Jeff Drummer 
Bill Eilers 
Barb Vovos 
 

Pat & Mary 
Hemming 
Karin Podhajsky 
Paul Podhajsky 

Ryan Flack 
Lucas Johnson 
Matt McKibben 
Ross Turbiville 
Kyle Young 

Chuck Colwell  
Karen Colwell 
Steve Strand 

Usher Alternates Bonnie Bradbury Roger Bristley Bill Eilers Jim Grimmius Craig Henze 
(any Sunday) Pat Kremer Dennis Ostrem Tracy Ostrem LaVern Paul Harlan Quick 
 Don Smith Yasuyo Smith Barb Vovos Lee Wilkinson  
      

 
 
 

Turning back 
 
     In 1569 Holland, Dirk Willems, a member of the Anabaptist (now known as Mennonite) church, was 
imprisoned for refusing to belong to the state church. He escaped and was running across a pond’s thin ice 
when the guard in pursuit fell through. Hearing the drowning man's cries, Willems turned back to rescue him, 
even though it meant his capture and subsequent execution. 
     Four centuries later, civil rights icon Martin Luther King Jr. urged us to love our enemies by not defeating 
them “when the opportunity presents itself.” Eventually we’ll have chances to get back at people who misuse or 
gossip about us, he said. But “the meaning of love” is in not doing so. “In the final analysis, love is not this 
sentimental something that we talk about,” said King. “It’s not merely an emotional something. Love is creative, 
understanding goodwill for all [people]. It is the refusal to defeat any individual.” 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  
 
 

  
 
 
  

  
  

  
   
 
  

    1 

 2 

9:00 a Worship - online & 
in person 
No Sunday school 

 3 
5:00p A & P Committee 
6:30p Worship & Music 
Committee 
7:30p Missions 
Committee 
 

 4 
 
 
 

 5 

5:00p Membership & 
Involvement 
Committee 
6:30p Bell Choir 
 

 6 
 8:30a Flapjacks - LL 
 
5:30p – CE Committee 

 7 

 
 

 8 
 
 

 9 
 9:00 a Worship - online & 
in person 
10:15a Sunday School 
5:30p Youth Night  
5:30p HS Youth Group 

 

 10 
 
 

 11 
 

7:00p Property 
Meeting 
 

12 
 
 
6:30p Bell Choir 
 
 

 13 
 8:30a Flapjacks - LL 
 

  
 2:00p FPC serves @ 
House of Compassion 

 14 
  
  
 

15 

 

16 
9:00 a Worship – online & 
in person  
10:00a Congregational 
Meeting 
10:45a Sunday School 
11:30a Chili Cook-off 
5:30p Youth Night  
5:30p HS Youth Group 
 

 17 
Martin Luther King Day 

 
 
 
 

 18 
 
9:15a Sarah Circle  
6:00p Deacons 
7:00p Session  

19 

 
6:30p Bell Choir 
 
 

20 

 8:30a Flapjacks - LL 
 
Newsletter Articles Due 
 

 21 
 

 22 
 
  

23 

9:00 a Worship – online & 
in person 
10:15a Sunday school 
5:30p Youth Night  
5:30p HS Youth Group 

 

24 

  
25 

  
26 

 
6:30p Bell Choir 
 

 27  
 8:30a Flapjacks - LL 
 

 

 28 
 

29 

30 
9:00 a Worship – online & 
in person 
10:15a Sunday school 
5:30p Youth Night /HS 
 

31     

 

January 2022 

First Presbyterian Church 
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Bible Quiz 

 

After Sarah died, Abraham remarried. What 

was his second wife’s name? 

 

A. Miriam 

B. Keturah 

C. Bathsheba 

D. Tamar 
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