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Growing in Christ through worship.
Reaching out in fellowship.
Affirming faith through discipleship.
Caring for the lost through evangelism.
Embracing others in mission and ministry.

November Memory Verse
“Be joyful always; pray continually; give
thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s
will for you in Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV)

Words of Wisdom
from Pastor Bryan Kunz
You Are an Encouragement
I am not always good at showing
how I am feeling. My wife will tell a
story of when we were dating and
going to school 11 hours apart. She
was planning to visit me one
weekend but was able to get out of (skip?) class, so
she showed up a day early. Of course, I was
excited to see her and to have extra time with her,
but I failed to show it. She continues to give me a
hard time for simply responding with an “oh, hi”. I
think I have gotten a bit better at showing my
emotions, though I have also tried to be better at
saying what I am feeling.
To that end, I want you all to know that I really
enjoy being at First Presbyterian. Larissa and I are
enjoying getting to know you better and we want to
keep getting to know you. I might not show my

excitement well, but I really think good things are
happening at church. Among other things, I am
really excited by a full group of kids attending
Wednesday Club. I am excited by the fifteen or so
middle schoolers who are coming to Youth Night. I
am excited at the feeling of potential and energy at
most committee meetings. I am excited by the
number of kids on the stage during children’s
sermons. I am excited by the guys at Flapjacks
continuing to do a deep dive into Revelation.
More than any of those things, I am excited by
the ways I see God at work. God is working in
individual lives and in groups at the church. I see
people growing and learning and asking wonderful
questions. I see God working in the hearts and
minds of people of all ages.
As the Thinking Forward Committee has met
with different groups we have been pleasantly
surprised by the lack of complaints amongst the
congregation. The responses we get to our
questions are positive and filled with gratitude for
other members of the church and the ways God
has been at work in the past. I have left these
meetings feeling energized and excited. Of course,
we hear things that people want to change, but
they have been respectful and helpful
conversations even when they could turn ugly or
become opportunities for griping. Instead, I hear
that as a congregation we want to care for one
another and especially for the young people in our
midst. As your pastor, this fills me with joy. Thank
you for being an encouragement to me. I hope I
can keep encouraging you as well as we walk the
path God has laid out before us.
—Rev. Bryan Kunz
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Poinsettia Order
Once again, we will dress the
chancel for Advent and
Christmas. You may sponsor one
or more of the poinsettias (mix of
red and white) with gold foil that
will be on display. The cost will be
$10.00 per plant. Please pick up
your plant after Christmas.
Please return this form to the church office
with your check by Sunday, November 20. You
may also email michelle@fpcmarshalltown.org with
this information, put “poinsettia” in the memo line of
your check and drop it in the offering plate.
Given by:
_________________________________________
Check one:

In loving memory of
In honor of
____ In celebration of
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

Membership & Involvement
Update
The M&I Committee is growing as we added
some new individuals from the Talent Surveys that
were returned. The survey information has been
passed on to Pastor Bryan and Michelle.
We just had a successful Game Night with 77
attending. From seniors to children, everyone had
a good supper followed by a choice of games. We
plan on doing this again this winter, so please plan
on attending next time. We are planning on a
different meal being served and some
different games.
Coming up soon— Make Your Own Breakfast
Burrito. A burrito breakfast will be served after
church on Sunday, October 30. We will have all the
makings for the burrito. You can fill the burrito or
just make yourself a breakfast without the
wrap. Please join us!
—Jackie Hughes

Game Night was great!
Game Night, held October 16th, was a great
success! People of all ages enjoyed cards, chess,
bingo, and more.
Thank you, M & I Committee, for a great night.

Alternative Gift Fair
After a one-year absence Alternative Gift Fair
came back last year with a generous response of
$7000! So again this year Sarah Circle is
sponsoring the Alternative Gift Fair. An important
word is alternative. Many of us have people on our
gift list that say they don’t want or need anything,
but you want them to know they are remembered
and cared about. So as an alternative to giving
them another “thing” you can choose something
from the Alternative Gift Fair list that will be
important to someone in an impoverished part of
the world. There are choices for Jonathan’s House
for Orphans and from the Presbyterian gift catalog.
Starting on November 20th there will be a table
in the narthex where you can present your choices
and make payment. You will receive a gift card,
with a description of your chosen item(s), to give to
your remembered person. The Gift Fair will go
through December 18th.
---Barb Hawkins
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Our disarming God
We want the war horse. Jesus rides a donkey.
We want the eagle. The Holy Spirit descends as a
dove.
We want to take up swords. Jesus takes up a
cross.
We want the roaring lion. God comes a slaughtered
lamb.
We keep trying to arm God. God keeps trying to
disarm us.
—Rev. Benjamin Cremer (via Twitter)


Update from Jonathan’s House
for Orphans – Central African
Republic
Every few years, the
local African church near
Jonathan’s House in the
Central African Republic
will ask me to preach a
sermon. I suppose that
they think I’ll have
something intelligent to
say because I travelled so
far to get there. Little do
they know, I’m still Carter.
In Africa, I’m just Carter
far from home. There’s not
going to be anything brilliant coming out of my
mouth, but I try. I’ve learned that the story is God’s
story, not mine. Speaking engagements go just fine
if I tell His story.
When I do preach in CAR, I usually quote
James 1:27. Pure and undefiled religion before
our God and Father is this: to care for orphans and
widows in their distress, and to keep oneself from
being polluted by the world. Since I’m painfully
unqualified to speak about keeping oneself from
being polluted by the world, I’ll comment on the first
half of the verse.
James 1:27 refers to pure and undefiled religion
as caring for orphans and widows. Who wouldn’t
want to be a part of that? It’s not about finding the
“best” denomination, the style of Sunday morning
worship, the only “correct” translation of the Bible, a
church building, or even your favorite pastor. Pure
and undefiled religion seems to be done out in the
trenches where the needs are, rather than in the
comfort of the sanctuary.

When the church pews were removed from the
sanctuary for reupholstering several years ago, I
advocated for one church service in the sanctuary
while we all sat on the floor, just as the followers of
Jesus would have done. I probably also suggested
turning off the air conditioning and not using the
organ or microphones. I wanted to eliminate
everything comfortable so we could just be alone
with Jesus. Without conditions. Have these
thoughts ever crept into your head? “Jesus, I’ll
follow you IF it’s safe. IF it’s comfortable. IF it’s
convenient. IF my neighbors and family don’t think
I’m strange. IF I have the time. IF I have the
money.” The list goes on and on.
My worship suggestion probably wasn’t
physically practical for an aging congregation, and
it failed to gain any traction. However, my point
was that we could all use a refreshing return to
what’s really important. Pure and undefiled religion
isn’t about safety, comfort, or convenience. Jesus
didn’t seek these things. He seemed to seek the
opposite, and He was willing to sacrifice all of
these things in the pursuit of service in His Father’s
name. He sought time with those who needed
healing, both physically and spiritually, regardless
of cost or consequence. He endured hardships and
exposed himself to great danger so that he could
care for “the least of these.”
If you are looking for pure and undefiled
religion, I think there is great value in the worship,
support, encouragement, fellowship, and learning
opportunities
that happen
within the
church. These
things are vital
for spiritual
development
and the
furtherance of
mission work
around the
world. However, I believe that the wisdom of
James should be remembered. The religion that
Jesus practiced was filled with action that took
place outside of the walls of the church. What
better example for us to follow than the life of
Jesus?
But only with orphans and widows? I doubt it.
Only in Africa? Definitely not.
Wherever God shows you the needs of the
suffering? Probably.
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Thankful,
Carter Strand

A good contagion
Thanksgiving is key in Christian prayer, but
often our requests outweigh our thanks. By
contrast, 85% of prayers in the Jewish prayerbook
are blessings of thanks, according to Rabbi Evan
Moffic. Noting that the Hebrew word for a Jewish
person — Yehudah — means “one who is grateful,”
he states, “Gratitude is at the core of how Jews
pray.”
Someone once asked Moffic if he might know
about a blessing he’d overheard at a restaurant.
After a man proposed to his girlfriend and she said
yes, he walked quietly to a corner, put on a
yarmulke (a sacred Jewish head covering worn in
prayer) and spoke a blessing. His fiancé teared up.
The rabbi said the prayer was surely this: “Blessed
are you, O God, sovereign of the universe, for
giving us life, for sustaining us and for enabling us
to reach this joy-filled moment.”
Why was this person so interested? “I am
planning to propose to my girlfriend,” he shared
with Moffic, “and I want to say this prayer with her.”
Unbeknown to the newly engaged pair, their
gratitude transformed another couple’s life. When
we give thanks to God, not only is our faith
strengthened but our thanksgiving may inspire
others. Gratitude is contagious!
—Heidi Hyland Mann


Recent Mission Blog Posts
We update our mission blog on
Tuesdays. Here are our most recent
ones. They can be accessed here:
https://www.fpcmarshalltown.org/blog
Oct. 4
Oct. 11
Oct. 18
Oct. 25






Orphan Grain Train
Eleanor’s Kitchen - Guatemala
Mission Trip Update - Texas
Update from the Turks - Madagascar




It means a lot to our children
and youth to have members of
their church family recognize
their accomplishments on
Sunday mornings. If your child
is involved in an event or
activity, and you would like members of our church
family to know about it, please let the church office

know. This can be an upcoming event that church
members might want to attend or something that
has already happened that your child enjoyed or
did well in. And if you see our young people doing
things in the community, let them know when you
see them in church.
Here are somethings that have been shared
with us:
Nov. 11, 2022 – Winner Bannisan and Elliana
Rottink are in MHS’s fall musical, Once Upon
a Mattress, @ 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 19, 2022 – several preschoolers will sing
with Bobcat Academy as part of the Holiday
Stroll at First Presbyterian Church @ 3:30
p.m.




Circle News
Elizabeth Circle will meet in
the Fellowship Hall of the
church on Thursday,
November 10th at 1:30 p.m.
Sarah Circle will meet Tuesday, November 15th,
2022, at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
***
Flapjacks meets every Thursday at 8:30 a.m. in
the Fellowship Hall.
***
The Saturday morning men’s
group meets Saturday
mornings at 7:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. All
men of the church are welcome.

Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 6th
Don’t forget to set your
clocks back one hour before
you go to bed Saturday,
November 5th. If you don’t,
you won’t be late, but you will
miss out on the extra hour of
sleep that the end of Daylight
Savings Time brings.
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Thankfulness is a soil in which pride does not easily
grow.
—Michael Ramsey
***
I can’t be a Christian on my own. I need a
community. I need a church.
—Rachel Held Evans
***

Women, please mark
your calendars! The
IF:Gathering 2023
conference will be March
3 – 4, 2023, at our
church. Prepare to be
spiritually refreshed and invite a friend to join!
Watch for more information to come.

When it comes to life, the critical thing is whether
you take things for granted or take them with
gratitude.
—G.K. Chesterton

♪♫♪
There will be a Hymn Sing on
Sunday, November 13, 2022, at
6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Jon
Rottink will provide special music.
Refreshments will be served. All



Financial Report for September
SEPTEMBER 2022

Actual

Total Receipts
Budget

$33,864.00
28,589.00

Total Expenses
Budget

($22,076.00)
(28,422.00)

Year to Date:

are welcome!

♪♫♪

There will be a community Thanksgiving
service at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 20,
at Elim Lutheran Church, 302 W. Church St.



Holiday Concert at First
Congregational Church
You are invited to begin your
Holiday Stroll at a Holiday Concert
sponsored by Elim Lutheran Church
and hosted by First Congregational
Church, 312 W Main St,
Marshalltown, on Saturday, Nov 19,
at 3:00 pm.
This free concert of holiday music
will feature Hudson Lourenço, organist; Josh
Grimes, pianist; and Community Bell Choir,
handbells.

♪♫♪

Total Receipts
Budget
Difference

$284,788.00
281,499.00
3,289.00

Total Expenses
Budget
Difference

($228,662.00)
(284,293.00)
55,631.00


Be sure to keep your pledge up to date
by mailing your donations to First
Presbyterian Church, 101 S.
Center St., Marshalltown, Iowa
50158.


Wednesday Club
Wednesday Club, is underway and will run
through November 16th. Our theme is the I AM
names of Jesus found in the book of John. We are
learning how important God’s name, I AM, is, what
it means (sneaking in some grammar here) and
what it means for Jesus to say I AM the Bread of
Life, I AM the Light of the World, I Am the Gate for
the Sheep, I AM the Good Shepherd, I AM the
Resurrection, I AM the Way, the Truth, the Life,
and I AM the True Vine.
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We have 33
children and three
youth participating,
with several on a
waiting list. Three
children are from
First Presbyterian
Wednesday Club kids listening to
Church, and only
game instructions. October 2022
five listed a home
church, though
several are returning Wednesday Club kids.
Twenty-one children are new to Wednesday Club!
Please thank the following Wednesday Club
volunteers when you see them: Wynona
Anderson, Matt Broshar, Jackie Hughes, Pat
Kremer, Terri Rottink, Bert Tice, and Nancy Van
Wyk; and our snack providers Rhonda Buzbee,
Allison Grosvenor, Barb McBride, Jackie
Hughes, Carole Permar, Anna Randall, and
Mindy Tullis.

Fall Fun Day is coming!
When: Sunday, October
30th,11:00-12:30 a.m. (after
the church breakfast)
Who: Preschool-4th
Graders (5-12th as helpers
please!)
What: Fall Fun Day - The season of fall gives us
so many reminders of God's love for us. After
breakfast, kids can stay for some fall fun and
parents can pick up at 12:30!
Where: We will start in the Sanctuary and end in
Fellowship Hall


A veteran’s service
American hero Eddie Rickenbacker (1890-1973)
led a life of daring and risk, from racing cars as a
teen to piloting warplanes. Throughout his
experiences, Rickenbacker grew in faith while
discovering that “life had no meaning except in
terms of helping others.
In the first issue of Guideposts magazine,
Rickenbacker described spending four agonizing
months of 1941 in the hospital after an accident.
While recovering, he pondered life and death,

concluding that he couldn’t give up because he still
“had work to do, others to serve.”
Less than two years later, that ordeal came in
handy. After crashing in the South Pacific,
Rickenbacker and “seven other starving men” were
adrift on a raft for 21 days. Most were “so young
they needed the strength and understanding of a
man who had been down in the valley of the
shadow, who had suffered and made sense out of
his suffering,” he said. “It was clear to me that God
had a purpose in keeping me alive. … I had been
saved to serve.”

☆☆☆

We asked Wednesday Club kids where they’ve
seen God. Here are some of their responses:
o The changing seasons
o In their heart
o Trees
o On the cross
o Butterflies
o The Golden Rule
o Miss Wynona’s new granddaughter
o When someone is nice


Our faithful workers at the
House of Compassion during
the month of September: Matt
Broshar, Jackie Hughes,
Rich King, Tracy Ostrem,
and Bert Tice.


Thank you so much to the Deacons
for the flowers you recently sent to
me. It is always fun to receive them,
and it brightens my apartment.
---Ruth Hayes
***
Five ★★★★★ for Game Night.
– Steve Strand
***
Thank you for all the get-well cards. I appreciate
them.
---Bill Eilers
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The Emergency Food Box
The Emergency Food Box is
open from 1:30 – 4:30 p.m. Monday
– Thursday and 10:30 a.m. – 1:30
p.m. on Fridays at 107 N 1st St.
EFB is currently in need of the
following food items: canned
vegetables, canned or dry beans, cereal,
canned tomatoes (diced or sauce), peanut
butter, canned soups, juices of any kind,
condiments.
Food items or monetary (check/cash) donations
may be brought to the EFB when they are open.
Please make checks payable to: Emergency Food
Box. Our mailing address is PO Box 391,
Marshalltown, IA 50158. Donated funds are used to
buy food items from the Food Bank of Iowa and
locally.
We are always looking for Food Box volunteers.
We have many different types of opportunities
available, and we are very flexible in arranging
times to fit your schedule! For more information
about donating or volunteering, please contact the
Emergency Food Box at 641-753-2801. Thank you
for your support and prayers.

Members in mission making a difference.
GOOD NEWS from First Presbyterian Church is
published monthly. Deadline for the following issue
is published in the calendar. Comments and
contributions are welcome.
Church office phone: 641-753-5929
Web Site www.fpcmarshalltown.org
Email Church at church@fpcmarshalltown.org
Pastor at bryan@fpcmarshalltown.org
Office Mgr./Editor at church@fpcmarshalltown.org




OCTOBER SESSION ACTIONS
Instead of their regular
session meeting this month, the
elders met with the Thinking
Forward Committee and
discussed how they see God
working in and through the
church and where they sense
God is leading us next.
On the 27th the Session had a special meeting
to discuss the Lower Lounge project. The decision
was made to expand the scope of the project to
include the rest of the basement classrooms, but to
focus on the Lower Lounge first. A committee was
created to work on preparing a proposal for session
to review. More details on this project will be shared
soon.
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November 2022 Birthday/Prayer Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

6

7

Susan Lawyer
Leah Mosher
Heather Rottink

13

14

Wed
2

Thu

Fri

3

4

Dennis Grabau
Francis Strand

Jan Faber
Lily Johnson
Marlene Snyder

Sat
5

8

9

10

11

12

Marla
Grossman

Carole Permar
Karen Schoell
Ken Smith

Mariah Reed

Vera Grosvenor
Wendy Thiessen

Marcus Henze

15

16

17

18

19

Cindy Butler

Dean Baker

Liz Rickert
Renee Vogt

23

24

25

Mercedes Love
Jacob Schrum

Kelcy Madison

Jean Bower

20

21

Bob Boeyink
Alisha MadisonNeuroth
Bert Tice

Reagan
Buschbom
Traci Hala

22

27

28

29

Sue Bryant

Carrie Bell

30
Kevin Strand

26
Jessica
Johnson
Pat Kremer
Elliana Rottink

Praying for each other brings us closer
together. Please pray each day for those listed.

Reminder:
Nov. 1 – All Saints Day
Nov. 6 – Daylight Savings Time ends
Nov. 8 – Election Day
Nov. 11 – Veterans Day
Nov. 13 – Hymn Sing
Nov. 15 – Deacons
Nov. 15 – Session
Nov. 19 – Holiday Stroll
Nov. 20 – Christ the King Sunday
Nov. 20 – Community Thanksgiving Service
Nov. 24 – Thanksgiving
Nov. 27 – First Sunday of Advent

Newsletter deadline with DECEMBER 2022
information is Sunday, November 20, 2022, for
anyone wanting to submit an article.
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SUNDAY SERVANTS
Role
Worship Leader
Greeters
Fellowship Hosts
Cup Washers
Donuts
Nursery
Flowers

November 6
Jim Grimmius
Rich & Arlene
Lange
Pat & Mary
Hemming
Michelle
Wilkinson
Roger & Karen
Schoell
&
Deb Williams
Barb & Larry
Schrum

November 13
Lucas Johnson
Diane & Keith
Oleson
Diane Broshar
Diane Broshar
Diane & Keith
Oleson
&
Deb Williams
Robin Harrison

November 20
Elliana Rottink

November 27
Richie Ritter

Doug & Jinita
Boyd

Barb & Dick
McBride
Barb & Dick
McBride
Terry & Rhonda
Marlene Snyder Buzbee
Bethany Wirin & Betsy $&
Deb Williams
Deb Williams
Meg Sponseller
Barb McBride &
Terri Rottink

Poinsettias

Deacons

Doug & Jinita Boyd &Brenda Miller &
Ruth Feld
Carole Permar

Usher Teams
Team Captain

FIRST SUNDAY

SECOND SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY

FOURTH SUNDAY

FIFTH SUNDAY

Terry Buzbee &
Larry Schrum
Tim Bell
Mick DuBois
Harlan Quick
Bruce Wirin

Stan & Nancy
VanWyk
Amy Drummer
Jeff Drummer
Bill Eilers
Barb Vovos

Josh Grosvenor
& Andy Randall
Ryan Flack
Lucas Johnson
Matt McKibben
Ross Turbiville
Kyle Young
Jim Grimmius
LaVern Paul
Lee Wilkinson

Dick & Barb
McBride
Chuck Colwell
Karen Colwell
Steve Strand

Ushers

Usher Alternates
(any Sunday)

Bonnie Bradbury Roger Bristley
Pat Kremer
Dennis Ostrem
Don Smith
Yasuyo Smith

Roger & Karen
Schoell
Pat & Mary
Hemming

Bill Eilers
Tracy Ostrem
Barb Vovos

Paul & Karin
Podhajsky

Craig Henze
Harlan Quick

Gratitude Galore
If you’ve ever kept a gratitude journal, you know they’re fairly easy to fill. Edward King, an English bishop
known for working with the poor, may not have had a fancy journal. But these words evoke such a list: “I will
thank God … for the glory of the thunder, for the mystery of music, the singing of birds and the laughter of
children. … for the awe of the sunset, the beauty of flowers, the smile of friendship and the look of love … for the
leaves on the trees in spring and autumn, for the witness of the leafless trees through the winter, teaching us
that death is sleep and not destruction, for the sweetness of flowers and the scent of hay. Truly, oh Lord, the
earth is full of thy riches!”
King concludes: “And yet how much more I will thank and praise God for the strength of my body enabling
me to work, for the refreshment of sleep, for my daily bread, for the days of painless health, for the gift of my
mind and the gift of my conscience, for his loving guidance of my mind ever since it first began to think, and of
my heart ever since it first began to love.”
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First Presbyterian Church
November 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

Fri
4

6

7

8

13

14

15

9

10

3:30p Wednesday Club
6:30p Bells
7:30p Choir
8:30p Praise Team

8:30a Flapjacks –
Fellowship Hall

16

11

1:30p Elizabeth Circle
Fellowship Hall

17

18

21

22

23

24

25

26
7:30a Men’s Group

Office Closed

Office Closed

Newsletter Articles Due

27

19
7:30a Men’s Group

9:15a Sarah Circle – 3:30p Wednesday Club
Fellowship Hall
6:30p Bells
7:30p Choir
2:00p FPC serves @
6:00p Deacons
8:30p Praise Team
House of Compassion
7:00p Session

9:00 a Worship - online &
in person
10:15a – Sunday school
All ages
6:00p – Thanksgiving
Service @ Elim
6:00p – HS Youth Group

9:00 a Worship - online &
in person
10:15a – Sunday school
6:00p – Youth Night &
HS Youth Group

12
7:30a Men’s Group

8:30a Flapjacks –
Fellowship Hall

9:00 a Worship - online &
in person
10:15a – Sunday school
All ages
6:00p – Hymn Sing
6:00p – Youth Group

20

5:30p Property
Committee

5
7:30a Men’s Group

3:30p Wednesday Club
6:30p Bells
7:30p Choir
8:30p Praise Team

9:00 a Worship – online &
in person
5:30p Missions
10:15a – Sunday school
Committee
6:00p – Youth Night & HS 7:00p Worship &
Youth Group
Music Committee

Sat

28

29

30
6:30p Bells
7:30p Choir
8:30p Praise Team
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