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Word of Wisdom from Pastor Bryan Kunz 
 

Sheep Among Scammers 
 
Christianity Today recently published an article describing a growth in 
scams where someone pretends to be a pastor and contacts people from 
their church to ask for help. They use details from church websites and 
bulletins (which are published online as well) to make the story believable.  
 
To be really clear, Pastor LaCosta and I will never contact you and ask you 
to buy gift cards and send us a picture of them or the information on them. 
If someone is asking you to buy gift cards to help them, it is almost certainly 
a scam. We will not ask you to send us money or to take care of something 
without telling anyone else. If you receive a call from “us” asking for help, 
please call the other pastor or Michelle Wilkinson and check on the details 
of the story.  
 
Like with many scams, these people take advantage of a desire to be 
helpful and generous, which really angers me. I am sure wicked people 
have taken advantage of kind and generous people since the beginning of 
time, but it seems with the growth of communication technology and 
artificial intelligence to be getting easier for the wicked to deceive and 
attack.  
 
Yet, the call of Jesus remains clear – to love and selflessly serve our 
neighbors. It reminds me of Jesus’ instructions to his disciples in Matthew 
10:16, “I am sending you out as sheep among wolves. Therefore be as 
shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.” Jesus is clear that we are 
sheep among wolves, sometimes people will take advantage of us or attack 
us. Our call is to still be innocent, to not become jaded and cynical, but also 
wise and cunning as we interact with a hurting and broken world.   
 

—Rev. Bryan Kunz 

Pastor LaCosta’s 
Column 
Learn what’s going on with the 
youth on p. 2. 
 
Nursery Kitchenette 
See photos of the redone 
kitchenette on p. 3. 
 
Reminder: 
Feb. 8—Missions Retreat 
Feb. 18—Session 
 
 
WORSHIP: 
  9:00 AM Sunday 
10:15 AM Sunday School 
 
WEBSITE 
www.fpcmarshalltown.org  
 


